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AUGUST 2020 Rev. James Bowman Harris          

A Word from the Moderator… 
 

 August is a planning time for Pilgrim Faith Church as we get ready to welcome our new settled pastor,  
James Bowman Harris. James’ last position was as the minister of the United Church of 
Cookeville in Tennessee. James will conclude his ministry in Cookeville on August 30 and 
hopes to move to Illinois by the first week of September. Due to state regulations, he will 
have to quarantine for 14 days upon arrival in Illinois. We hope, however, that James will 
be able to conduct virtual services for the first two Sundays of September. If state COVID-
19 regulations allow, we are planning for his first non-virtual service to be September 20th. 
The installation service for Pastor James is tentatively scheduled for Sunday, October 4. You will receive more 
information about that service as we get closer to October 4th. 
 During the summer months the church is still functioning with the following activities:  
 

• Food Pantry operates on Tuesdays and Saturdays from 10:00am until noon.   
• Virtual Vacation Bible School ran from July 27 to 29.  
• Regularly scheduled AA meetings were held.   
• Genesis continues to operate with regular hours.   
• The church office is open from 10:00 am until noon Monday through Friday.   
• Scouts are meeting periodically.   
• Church Council and Board meetings continue via Zoom monthly. 
• Book Club, Bible Study, and Social Justice Discussion groups have also met virtually  

during the summer months. 
 Though we are not conducting any Sunday church services in person during August, I invite you to attend 
the virtual church services that the Deacons have arranged for us to attend each Sunday. Attendance at those 
virtual services in August will give you an opportunity to see how other churches operate and what their ser-
vices are like. 
 I look forward to hopefully seeing all of you in late September!!  
Sincerely,  
Charles Martin, Moderator 

Music Board Update 
 For those who have not heard, our long-time Music Director and organist, Ellen Pearson, has decided to 
pursue other interests.  We are grateful for the many years of wonderful music and wish her 
the very best in the next chapter of her life.  Over the next month we will be searching for her 
replacement as we await Pastor James’ arrival.   The music board is also requesting that titles 
of hymns and other religious songs that have been important to your life and have special 
meaning to you be sent to Keith Stevenson at keith.stevenson13@gmail.com.  
 The music board would like to compile a list of these songs and incorporate them back into 
the service as we return in the fall.   
Blessings, Keith 

  Embracing diverse  
 lives, loves &  

Spiritual  
journeys…  
Discover  

your faith,  
find yourself. 
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If you would like to make a donation 
 electronically, scan this code  

or go to:  www.PilgrimFaith.org 

Join A Church Board 
Due to some recent resignations, we currently have 
three Board positions open for the remainder of the 
year.  They are on the Diaconate, the Mission Board, 
and the Music Board.  Being a Board member means 
attending a monthly meeting and assisting with activ-
ities that the Board decides to un-
dertake.  
If you are interested in filling one of 
these vacant Board positions and 
helping Pilgrim Faith Church usher in new changes by 
working with our new minister, please contact 
Charles Martin at Charles.martin5521@gmail.com or 
call 708-819-4619. We are also planning to put a 
communications team together. We are looking for 
three or four people to  administrate the Pilgrim 
Faith Facebook page, the Pilgrim Faith Members Fa-
cebook page, the Pilgrim Faith website, and the 
monthly newsletter. If you have a desire to help us 
make communications better and keep the congrega-
tion informed, please contact Charles Martin at the 
email or phone number listed above.    

Thank you for your dedication to helping Pilgrim 
Faith as it enters into an exciting era of growth. 

URGENT  
Food Pantry   

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  
~ SATURDAYS ~   

 
 

Helpers are needed on Saturday's starting 8/8 
from 9:00am until noon, or 9:00 to 10:15 am, 
for setup.  

 

          Call/text:  
          Leece Nicole  

at           708-870-8525 or 
               Xdrthunder@aol.com 

    Virtual Church  
     Visitation Schedule 

  for August 
 

 Sunday, August 9, 11:00 am – Countryside  
Community Church in Omaha, Nebraska 
  https://countrysideucc.org 

 Sunday, August 16, 10:00 am – Plymouth  
Congregational UCC in Fort Collins, Colorado  
  https://www.plymouthucc.org/ 

 Sunday, August 23, 10:00 am – Hope United 
Church of Christ in Moline, Illinois   
  http://www.hopeuccqc.org/ 

 Sunday, August 30, 11:00 am – United Church of 
Cookeville in Cookeville, Tennessee   
  https://www.cookevilleucc.org/  
  (This is Pastor James’ current church.) 
 

 

During the month of August, Pilgrim Faith will not 
have a pastor on site as we await the arrival of Pastor 
James Bowman Harris. Because many are not yet com-
fortable with attending live services during the COVID-
19 pandemic, the Deacons have decided that this 
would be a great time for members to attend virtual 
worship services provided by other churches who 
have similar beliefs. Visiting other church services may 
well give us some new ideas that we might like to in-
corporate into our own services as we transition to 
our time with a new pastor.   
Each week of August, the Deacons will recommend a 
virtual service that you can view online either live on 
Sunday morning or at your convenience during the 

following week. These church-
es are aware that Pilgrim Faith 
members will be joining their 
service remotely and are eager 
to welcome us.   
Please refer to the Pilgrim Faith 
website or the Pilgrim Faith 

Facebook pages for further details weekly throughout 
the summer regarding ways to submit your prayer re-
quests for each Sunday. If you have a request but 
don’t have a computer, please contact the office with 
your request and it will be passed on to the church of 
the week. If that church is accepting prayer requests.   

Virtual church LIVE from Pilgrim Faith is  
scheduled to resume, Sunday, September 6! 

mailto:Charles.martin5521@gmail.com
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Get To Know Your Pastor 
   

  Many of us are anxious to get to know more about 
Pastor James, so we asked him to respond to a few 
questions that will be printed in the newsletter along 
with his responses over the few months. Enjoy learn-
ing about Pastor James and think about how you 
might answer the same questions.  
 
 

1. Even if you have moved a lot, everyone has a 
"heart home." What is that place for you? 
 My heart home will always be Tampa, Florida. My 
family is still in Florida along with my best friend/
brother from another mother, Joe Sanchez. I don’t get 
to visit as often as I would like.   
 

 

2. What is one spiritual tradition you have in your 
life or family? 
 Perhaps the one family tradition we would have 
centers around my favorite holiday, Thanksgiving. As 
we gather to prepare to eat, we take the time to offer 
up the things that we are all thankful for and to share 
how God has blessed us. 
 In everyday life, before every meal, Don and I say 
a prayer of blessing and have done this together from 
the time we began dating to present.   
 In my personal daily life, it may not appear to 
most that I pray, but I do. My prayer life does not look 
like the corporate way that the church has often 
trained us to bow your head on bended knees with 
folded hands. My prayer life is more of how I would 
socialize with friends or family. Since God is our heav-
enly parent, our companion, our friend, I talk to God 
as a conversation like I do with everyone. Often these 
talks happen in the car when I am alone driving listen-
ing to music, sometimes it is when I am alone in my 
office. Since I can’t reach God on a cell phone, I just 
lean back in my chair, look up, and start talking.  

(Continued) 
 

So, if you ever come by my office and find me doing 
this, NO, I am not going mad or losing it, I am simply 
having a talk with God. That’s my story and I am stick-
ing to it. LOL  

 
3. What is one worship song or lyric that has really 
spoken to your heart? 
 

 Over the course of my life, I have always been one 
to go after what I set my mind to. I often get impa-
tient with myself if I do not achieve it as quickly as I 
think that I should have or if life throws me curve 
balls. When I first really heard the song, “Still” by Hil-
lary Scott, I knew that God was speaking to me.  
 

“I believe that You were God alone.  
But sometimes I still try to take control.  
Cause I get scared when I can't see the end  
and all You want from me is to let go. 
 

You're parting waters, making a way for me. 
You're moving mountains that I don't even see. 
You've answered my prayer before I even speak. 
All You need for me to be is still.” 

 
 This song reminds me that all I have to do is to 
become still and turn control over to God. In doing 
so, God will make a way. From the first verse to the 
end, I could hear God’s voice echoing the words of 
this song. I had this song sung at my ordination ser-
vice.  
 Look for more information about Pastor James in 
the September newsletter! 



 

 

PARSONAGE  RENOVATIONS 
BEGIN 

 

 The Pilgrim Faith Parsonage is undergoing some 
major renovations in anticipation of Pastor James’ ar-

rival in September. The kitchen and dining 
room have been demolished with the wall 
between the kitchen and dining room re-
moved. All the carpet has been removed in 

preparation for either replacement or refinishing of 
existing hardwood floors.   
 

  This project is a huge undertaking, so we thank the 
Trustees for their planning, Ken Langevin for his lead-
ership of this project, Jean Whitney for working on 
the kitchen design, and all the people who helped 
with the demolition: Leece Nicol, Jim Nicol, Keith Ste-
venson, Brett Arnold, Thom Sullivan, and Charles Mar-
tin. Look at the kitchen, dining room, and staircase 
after the demo, and next month you will get to see 
the progress that has been made! 

In the main entry of the house,  
carpeting on the stairs has been removed. 

On the left is a view of the 
kitchen as seen from the 
former dining room. 

On the right is a view 
of the former dining 
room from the kitchen. 
What a difference no 
wall makes! 



 

 

Mary Brehm 
Bridgeview Healthcare Ctr. 

8100 S. Harlem Ave. 
Bridgeview, IL 60455 

 
Ada Hook 

404 Root St. 
New Lenox, IL 60451 

 
Ruth Hook 

Aperion Care 
9401 S. Ridgeland 

Oak Lawn, IL  60453  

 
Mildred House 

Clarendale of Mokena 
#2221 

21536 S. Wolf Rd. 
Mokena, IL  60448 

 
Catherine (Kay) Siemeck 

555 Foxworth Blvd. #2064 
Lombard, IL  60148 

 
 
 

 
Janette Talsma 

Brookdale Assisted Living 
16051 S. LaGrange Rd. 
Orland Park, IL 60467 

 
Dolores Trezise 

15133 Royal Georgian Rd. 
Orland Park, IL  60462 

 
 
 
 

 
Donna Twichell 

10032 Harnew Rd. East 
Oak Lawn,  IL  60453 

 
Darlene Wank 

10942 S. Oak Ave 
Chicago Ridge, IL 60415 

 
 

Remember  Our  Homebound 

CHURCH  UPDATES 

 Lots of updates are happening around the church!  The framing of  the  south side en-
trance to Pilgrim Faith has been rebuilt and painted after it was damaged over the winter 
months. The chain link fence  surrounding the back play area has been fixed.  Finally, the 
church courtyard looks great after a much needed power washing! 



 

 

 

NEWSLETTER 
 

Please let the office know if you  
would like to receive the newsletter  

via email or US Postal Service. 
 

Call the office, send an email,  
respond with this survey  —>  

Let us know in any way 
your preferences!   

 

You may call the office 708-422-4200 
or drop a note in the mailbox.   

 

The survey is also on the website 
www.PilgrimFaith.org/Newsletter 

 

S U R V E Y 

 Do you want to receive a newsletter  
 from Pilgrim Faith? 
 

   ❑   YES 
 

   ❑   NO 
 

     If YES, how do you want it delivered? 
 

   ❑   Email 

 ❑   Paper copy via US Post Office 
    
 Email Address 
 

  ______________________________________ 
 

 Full Name 
 

    ______________________________________ 
 
 Additional Comments 
 

    ______________________________________ 

Caring for the Homeless in Difficult Times 
 The BEDS Plus homeless shelter is running very differently this year because of the pandemic. Normally, 
BEDS housing would have ended on April 30; however, COVID-19 has made it too dangerous for the homeless 
population to be on the streets. Therefore, all BEDS clients are currently being housed in hotels and apart-
ments to protect their health and safety. BEDS shelters will not open in their former format this fall. Instead, 
the BEDS guests will likely be housed in con-
gregate sites for 30 to 60 days at a time. 
 What does all that mean for Pilgrim Faith’s 
involvement in sheltering the homeless? Dur-
ing the summer months Pilgrim Faith is 
providing dinner for 45 homeless people at 
least three times a month. Since the foods 
needed have changed somewhat due to living 
conditions for the BEDS guests and the meals 
need to be delivered to St. Mark Lutheran 
Church by 10:30 on Thursday morning, the 
food provided by Pilgrim Faith is funded by 
previous donations to the Pilgrim Faith BEDS 
ministry. As we get closer to October, our 
BEDS funds will dwindle, so we are always 
looking for monetary donations to help provide meals for the homeless.  If you can help, please makes checks 
payable to Pilgrim Faith United Church of Christ and write BEDS on the memo line. Donations can be mailed 
to the church office. Thank you in advance for your help in this time of need.  
 As the fall season comes around and more information becomes available, we will keep the congregation 
informed. If you would like to volunteer to help with BEDS in some capacity, please contact Charles Martin, 
BEDS Site Manager for Pilgrim Faith. 



 

 

Amazon 
Smile 

Shop on AMAZON Smile and select Pilgrim Faith UCC as your  
charity of choice.  For each transaction you make,  

AMAZON donates a percentage back to Pilgrim Faith.   
Donate to Pilgrim Faith every time you shop! 

STUDY GROUP  
Begins August 18 

The Pilgrim Faith Social Justice Study Group will be 
begin discussion of the next book, How to Be an An-
tiracist by Ibram X. Kendi on 
Tuesday, August 18th. Weekly 
discussions are held via Zoom 
at 7:30 pm on Tuesdays.  
The book is widely available, 
and we recommend checking 
out Semicolon Bookstore, a 
black female-owned bookstore 
in Chicago.  
If you would like to join the 
discussion, please let Cari Stevenson know 
(cstev1231@yahoo.com).  

BOOK CLUB 
August 23 

The Pilgrim Faith Book Club will be meeting 
on Aug. 23rd at 6:30 pm to dis-
cuss the book  Magpie Murders 
by Anthony Horowitz.  According 
to the reviewer, "This fiendishly 
brilliant, riveting thriller weaves 
a classic whodunit worthy of 
Agatha Christie into a chilling, 
ingeniously original modern-day 

mystery.” The meeting on August 23rd is open 
to all Pilgrim Faith members and friends. It 
will be a Zoom meeting,  so watch for the link 
in your e-mail and on the Pilgrim Faith Mem-
bers Facebook page. 

PANTRY UPUDATE!  
Thanks to the generous support of our con-
gregation and community the Pilgrim Faith 
Food Pantry was able to feed MORE people in 
the months of April, May, and June of 2020 

than we did in all of 
2019! This amazing 
work could not have 
been done without 
the help of all of YOU! 
Thank you for helping 
us fulfill our mission of 
feeding people in our 
community!  
-The Mighty Mission 
Board  

 

STEWARDSHIP FUNDS  
JUNE, 2020 

 

OPERATING  

Received: $78,383.06 

Spent: $74,454.01 
 

MISSION  

Received: $7,861.32 

Spent: $0.00 
 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 

Pledges $356,100.00 

Donations Rcv'd $362,493.75 

mailto:cstev1231@yahoo.com
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SATURDAY 
10:00am Food Pantry 
10:00am AA 2nd Floor 

 

MONDAY 
12:00pm AA 2nd Floor 

 

TUESDAY 
10:00am Food Pantry 
10:00am AA 2nd Floor 

6:00pm Girl Scouts 
7:00pm AA District 6 & 21  
Next meeting March 2021  

(3rd Tues-Every odd mo.) 
 

WEDNESDAY 
10:00am AA  2nd floor 

1:00pm Al-Anon  
6:00pm Boy Scouts 
7:00pm AA 2nd floor 

 

THURSDAY 
10:00am AA 2nd Floor 
6:00pm AA Cancelled  
7:00pm BEDS Shelter  

(Discontinued until further notice) 
 

FRIDAY 
8:00pm AA 2nd Floor 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

Pilgrim Faith UCC 
9411 S. 51st Ave. 
Oak Lawn, IL 60453 

Backyard BOLT Stay-at-home 
VBS FUN! 

The end of our school year and Sunday school year was 

certainly different, but we are still reaching out to kids 

and families in new ways. On July 27, 28, 29 we had a 

virtual VBS program called Backyard 

BOLT Towards Faith in Jesus.  It was 

a combination of video and high en-

ergy backyard games that the whole 

family could enjoy, even including 

origami artwork each day!  We had 

10 families, including 16 kids, join in 

and it looks like they had a BLAST! 

A message for all, “Trust Yourself”!   

Listening Game FUN!   

Origami  
Bouquet  

Look at our BOLT tattoos!   

God’s word bears  
fruit in me  


