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Pastor’s Message
It does not seem as if the first month of a new year has come and gone. Yet,
here we are embarking on a new month. February, the shortest month of the
year. The month with a day dedicated to showering our significant others with
cards, candy, and flowers to show them how much we love and appreciate
them. Well, that is what Hallmark says; I say that we should be doing this every
day of the year. Not just for our significant others, but we should be following
the example of Jesus to do this for everyone. Perhaps sending everyone cards,
candy, and flowers would be a bit much, yet some of the best ways to show
someone that you appreciate and care for them are free. All it takes is time
and willingness.
I have an amazing friend, Barbara Bugg, who lives in Georgia. Our paths
crossed at the same time that I met my husband. Like Don and I, she was in D.C. for the Atlantic Stampede,
the rodeo event for the Atlantic States International Gay Rodeo. Pastor James at a rodeo? WHAT? Yes, I am
that country, LOL. Now, focus back on Barbara. While Barbara, Don, and I share the love of rodeo, we also
share a deep faith. All of us, at one time, attended Decatur United Church of Christ, in Decatur, GA. Often I
saw posts from Barbara on Facebook mentioning simple acts of random kindness toward others. One of the
acts of kindness I saw has stuck with me due to my love of coffee and Starbucks. Barbara was in the drive thru
at Starbucks when she reached the payment window, and she not only paid for her own coffee but also for
the person’s coffee in the vehicle behind her. Not for praise or glory, just to show kindness.
Her random acts inspired me to do the same. Last Christmas as I was preparing for Christmas Eve service,
I had put off getting a much needed haircut due to all of the activities surrounding Advent and leading up to
the big night. I was fourth in line to get a haircut that day. Two of the men in line ahead of me heard my barber and I talking about my day and how busy I was trying to get everything done, including the haircut before
worship and how stressed I was. They kindly offered that I could go before them. I was floored that these two
young guys would be so kind. After my haircut was finished, I asked my barber if I could pay for not only my
haircut but both of theirs. I asked the barber to please not tell them I had done it until after he was finished
with the second one, when I would be long gone. When I returned for my next cut, my barber told me how
shocked both guys were that I paid for their haircuts. His reply to them was, “You do something nice, you get
something nice in return.” Isn’t that kind of what Jesus said, “You reap what you sow”?
February, the month that contains Valentine’s day, is now here. February also holds the best day of the
year, the 1st (it’s my birthday). Let us use this as a time to take some inspiration from my friend, Barbara, and
show others random acts of kindness. Help to show others that Jesus’ love for others
shines bright through us and because of us. When you do, share your experience of
how it brought joy as you brightened someone’s day. Share your experience not as a
way to brag but to encourage others to do the same.
Blessings to you all,
Pastor James

A Word from
the Moderator
January has been an interesting month. The Covid-19 crisis continues, and from January 16-24 the church
facilities were closed after discussions with the church Council because of the potential threats of violence
around the inauguration. Thankfully, no violence occurred, and the office was able to re-open for business as
usual on Monday, January 25.
Church services have remained virtual this month. During the past month, Pilgrim Faith purchased video and
audio equipment to help improve the production quality of Sunday services. I am the first to admit that there
have been growing pains, but I am sure that as we go forward the quality of the video and sound production will
improve as our familiarity with the new equipment improves.
There will be a short Annual Meeting on Sunday, February 14 th at 12 noon to present a proposed 2021 budget and board reports for member approval. A separate Zoom link for this meeting will be provided. We will be
only using Zoom (no Facebook) for this meeting so that attendance can be taken, members can make comments,
and resolutions can be acted upon. Early in February an email will be sent out detailing how you can participate
in this meeting. Any active member may attend this meeting with the Zoom link or by calling in and joining the
meeting by audio only.
The Annual Report packet will be available by January 29. You may receive your Annual Report packet for
review in any one of the following ways:
•
•

Send an email to the church to request a packet be emailed to you.
Stop by the church office and pick up your paper copy much like you picked up your star words in
January. Enter the courtyard door, turn left toward the office and you will find the reports on top of the
cabinet just inside the door.
• Call the church office and request that a packet be sent to you by USPS.
Please mark the date of the Annual Meeting on your calendar-- February 14th at
12 noon via Zoom! We need to have at least 33 voting members at this meeting in
order to achieve a quorum.
Weekly meetings of the Constitution revision committee have been held
throughout January. The Constitution is complete, and work is ongoing on the Bylaws that will spell out the specific details of how the officers, Council, boards, and
committees will function. Once this work is done, a second congregational meeting
will be held to approve the Constitution and Bylaws, as well as elect officers and members of the various boards.
The constitution has not been revised since 1994, so we ask for your patience as we move to complete this process.
COVID-19 vaccinations are starting, so hopefully not too far in the future we can meet in person at Pilgrim
Faith Church for Sunday services. Stay healthy!
Charles Martin, Moderator

Pilgrim Faith Continues to
Serve the Homeless
Even though the Thursday night shelter is
closed this season, Pilgrim Faith continues its
commitment to help the homeless population
of the southwest suburbs. On the fourth Thursday of each month, the Pilgrim Faith BEDS
Plus Food Team provides a full hot meal to the
BEDS Plus guests.

Please help support our Pilgrim
Faith Food Pantry by ordering a
SUPER cool pantry shirt for just $20!
Large and X-Large black t-shirts are
available in either gold glitter or plain
gold vinyl! Contact Leece Nicol or the
church office to order your very own
pantry shirt! Help support our pantry
and get some awesome swag at the
same time!!
T-shirts are in the church office for
anyone who already ordered one. Stop
by and pick up your shirt as soon as
you can!
STEWARDSHIP
FUNDS YTD
December 2020
OPERATING
Received: $150,885.80
Spent: $142,412.04

MISSION
Received: $15,048.32
Spent: $15,048.32
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
Pledges $356,100.00
Donations Rcv'd $362,493.75

Prior to the pandemic the BEDS food
team members donated
the various items needed to feed the guests a
hot meal on Thursday
evening, breakfast on
Friday morning, and a
sack lunch to take with
them when they left
the building. Members
of the team also
worked together to
cook and serve the
meal.
Even though the homeless are no longer
dining and sleeping at Pilgrim Faith this season, our dedicated Pilgrim Faith Food Team is
still donating cash and food items to provide a
healthy hot meal to the homeless that is now
delivered to the South Suburban BEDS Plus
office in Worth on the fourth Thursday morning of each month for distribution. A huge THANK
YOU to all of the contributors to our monthly meal! In
January, we provided 80 hot
ham dinners, beverages, fruit
cups, desserts, and breakfast
items for
the
homeless.

Book Club News

In February, the Pilgrim Faith Book
Club will read Britt-Marie Was Here by
Fredrick Backman with discussion of the
book scheduled for Sunday, January
28th. The book club will continue to
meet by Zoom at 7 PM. All are welcome.
It’s never too late to join the book club!
Bachman is the author of one of my
favorite books, “A Man Called Ove”.
Britt-Marie Was Here is summarized as
follows:
Britt-Marie can’t stand mess. A disorganized cutlery drawer ranks high on her
list of unforgivable sins. She is not one to
judge others—no matter how illmannered, unkempt, or morally suspect
they might be. It’s just that sometimes
people interpret her helpful suggestions
as criticisms, which is certainly not her
intention. But hidden inside the socially
awkward, fussy busybody is a woman
who has more imagination, bigger
dreams, and a warmer heart that anyone
around her realizes.
— Chris Raap

Moving Forward Together
Pandemic Response
2021
Pilgrim Faith is an inclusive community with a
deep commitment to caring for those in need and
caring for one another. The COVID 19 pandemic
has caused us to examine how to “be the church.”
As we plan phases to reope in-person worship
services and programs, we will prioritize te health
and safety of the staff, congregation, and all in
the Pilgrim Faith community. We will follow Jesus’ call to love our neighbors as ourselves by
doing everything we can to care for the health
and safety of people to limit the spread of this
virus.
We also recognize, as with any journey, we
must be flexible and willing to modify our decisions when circumstances change. Our plan will
always remain flexible and responsive to public
health information.
General Guidelines:
• Those who are at risk because of age and/or
underlying health concerns are encouraged to
be extra cautious. We urge you to worship
online even after we begin to offer some iperson programs and services.
• Do not come to Pilgrim Faith if you are not
feeling well or have tested positive for
COVID19 in the last 14 days.
• If you have been in the building in the last 14
days and test positive, please contact the
church as soon as possible.
• Anyone entering the building is asked to:
- Wear a mask covering their nose and
mouth completely.
- Use hand sanitizer that is available.
- Maintain a 6 foot distance from others
who are not in your household.
The complete four-step pandemic response plan
can be found on the church website, as well as in
a separate attachment in the email with this newsletter. If you receive a paper copy of the newsletter, you will find that you have the full document
inserted in your copy of the February newsletter.
PF Pandemic Response Team
Pastor James, Chris Raap, Keith Stevenson, Abby
Langevin, Gary Sheehan, Daune Sebastian

History of Candlemas
Unfortunately, we are unable to celebrate Candlemas in the church this year.
Here is a little history of the origin of
this special day:
Candlemas—Feast of the Purification

When is Candlemas?
On the Modern calendar - February 2
On the Julian calendar - February 15
Candlemas is the last holiday of the
Christmas season. Candlemas is a Christian celebration, or festival, of the Feast
of Purification of the Virgin Mary. It also
celebrates the annual blessing of candles
used by the church.

About the Feast of Purification:
According to Jewish customs,
women were considered "unclean" after the birth of a child. The unclean
period lasted 40 days after the birth of
a son, and 60 days after the birth of a
daughter. During this period, they
were not allowed into the temple to
worship. At the end of this time, the
woman was brought to the temple and
"purified" in a ceremony. After the
birth of Christ, the Virgin Mary was
purified on Candlemas or the Feast of
Purification.
On Candlemas, candles used during
the year are blessed. In Christian
churches, candles represent Jesus
Christ as the light, the truth and the
way.

At this time, the Deacons are anticipating
that all special services during Lent will be
held virtually to protect the health of all members. With that in mind, Pastor James will be
preparing a pre-recorded Ash Wednesday message on February 17 to start off the Lenten season. The Maundy Thursday communion message and Good Friday message will also be pre
-recorded and posted on April 1 and 2. All
three pre-recorded messages will be posted on
Pilgrim Faith’s website and Facebook page for
the convenience of all. During Holy Week,
Palm Sunday and Easter services will be live
streamed via Zoom and the church’s Facebook
page.
The Deacons also have created a list of 50
Lenten Activities that we hope you will use as
you celebrate the season of Lent. Each day
during Lent, choose an activity to complete
and write it down on the Lenten Activities Calendar that is provided in this newsletter. The
weeks leading up to Easter don’t have to consist of just fasting and abstinence from the
things we love; during Lent we can add things
like acts of love and prayer that make our lives

There is a NEW packet for February
ready for you to access and/or pick up at
church! The Christian Education board
was so happy to find a resource that helps
our kids learn at home about all that Jesus
calls us to be! There are some amazing,
thought-provoking activities, along with
crafts, and snack ideas, and even YouTube
videos!
Your kids can make a “LENT TENT” to
use for the 40 days of Lent, where they can
read a Bible verse each day, then color in
that verse on an Easter egg.
Packets will be ready for pickup anytime
between 9 AM- 2PM M-F.

Here is the link for SOOO many activities!
https://www.teachsundayschool.com/dl/
kmpp/KMPPFebruary2021-cvkjd8sw.pdf

50 Lenten Activities
Pilgrim Faith United Church of Christ
February 17- April 4, 2021

During the 40 days of Lent, while making our preparations for Easter, we each can do
something to better ourselves and the world around us. Lenten activities don’t have to consist of just fasting and abstinence from the things we love; during Lent we can add things
like almsgiving and prayer that make our lives more meaningful.
Each day of Lent try to choose one of the suggested Lenten activities to perform. You don’t
have to choose something different each day. You may choose to repeat an activity as often
as you want! Keep track of your daily Lenten activities in your own personal journal for
Lent.
1. View the Ash Wednesday message online
2. Say a Lenten Prayer
3. Attend virtual church every Sunday during Lent
4. Give up all drinks but water today
5. Give up your comfortable bed to sleep on the floor or a couch
6. Eat only one meal today
7. Write a letter of thanks to someone who has touched your life
8. Pray for someone who is going through a difficult time
9. Give to someone in need
10. Give up using social media today
11. Listen to someone today
12. Save your change during Lent and donate it to
charity at the end of Lent
13. Pray for an enemy or someone with whom you
disagree
14. Do a good deed for a neighbor or friend
15. Use the stairs instead of an elevator for the day

16. Give up a comfort that you normally enjoy
17. Say a prayer of forgiveness
18. Compliment someone
19. Do not eat after dinner today
20. Give thanks for something you normally take for granted
21. Say 3 nice things to family members today
22. Don’t eat out this week
23. Encourage someone who is discouraged
24. Replace 30 minutes of television with 30 minutes of prayer
25. Give up complaining for the day
26. Give hope to someone who is struggling
27. Show respect to someone
28. Give up gossiping
29. Be positive today
30. Give up negative language for the day
31. Give up your favorite indulgence for the week – sugar, Starbucks, chocolate, etc.
32. Share one of your possessions with someone else
33. Improve your physical health by exercising
34. Meditate for 15 minutes
35. Read a Bible verse
36. Say grace before you eat each meal
37. Say a prayer of thanks for 3 things/people
38. Say the Lord’s Prayer
39. Let someone go ahead of you in line
40. Hold a door open for someone
41. Volunteer to do a chore for someone else
42. Donate to a worthy cause
43. Visit a shut-in
44. Give food items to the food pantry
45. Donate to the BEDS shelter (goods or finances)
46. Give to One Great Hour of Sharing
47. Send a thank you note to a church staff member
48. View the Good Friday message online
49. Attend the virtual Palm Sunday service
50. Celebrate Christ’s resurrection by attending the virtual Easter service

Across: Scarf, Sledding, Snow, Mittens, Snowball
Down: Skiing, Christmas, Ice, Shovel, Hockey

Star Word Discussion
February 21

Remember our Homebound
Members
Mary Brehm
Bridgeview Healthcare
8100 S. Harlem Ave.
Bridgeview, IL 60455
Grace Pluhar
8824 S. 55th Ct.
Oak Lawn, IL 60453
Ada Hook
404 Root St.
New Lenox, IL 60451
Ruth Hook
Aperion Care
9401 S. Ridgeland
Oak Lawn, IL 60453
Dolores Trezise
15133 Royal Georgian Rd.
Orland Park, IL 60462
Mildred House
Clarendale of Mokena #2221
21536 S. Wolf Rd.
Mokena, IL 60448
Donna Twichell
10032 Harnew Rd. East
Oak Lawn, IL 60453
Darlene Wank
10942 S. Oak Ave
Chicago Ridge, IL 60415

It’s not too late to pick
up your 2021 star word if
you haven’t already done
so! We hope that worshippers of all ages who have
not selected a star word yet
for 2021 will stop by the
church office to pick up
their word before the beginning of Lent on February
17. Remember that we select our star word rocks without looking at the word
printed on the rock because we trust that God will
lead us to the word that is right for us! After receiving
your star word, please reflect on the word to determine the message that God is sending to you.
On the first Sunday of Lent, February 21, we will
have a discussion after church about the meaning of
our star words. Since we are unable to have our usual
potluck lunch due to the pandemic this year, we will
hold our star word discussion via Zoom. The Zoom
discussion link will be posted on the church website
with a link also provided in the worship email sent
out on February 19. The Zoom meeting will open at
noon with the discussion led by Cari Stevenson and
other Deacons beginning at 12:15. If you do not have
computer access, you can still phone in and participate in the discussion!
Our discussion of star words has become an especially important intergenerational activity at Pilgrim
Faith over the past few years. We hope that you will
join us!

ENVELOPES
If you requested 2021 envelopes, they are available
for pickup at the church.
For those who cannot pick
them up, please call the
office to make mailing
arrangements.
— Don Lagerstrom
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

SATURDAY
10:00am Food Pantry
10:00am AA 2nd Floor
MONDAY
12:00pm AA 2nd Floor
7:30pm GA 2nd Floor
TUESDAY
10:00am Food Pantry
10:00am AA 2nd Floor
6:00pm Girl Scouts
7:00pm AA District 6 & 21
Next meeting March 2021
(3rd Tues-Every odd mo.)
WEDNESDAY
10:00am AA 2nd floor
1:00pm Al-Anon
6:00pm Boy Scouts
7:00pm AA 2nd floor
THURSDAY
10:00am AA 2nd Floor
6:00pm AA Cancelled
7:00pm BEDS Shelter

(Discontinued until further notice)

FRIDAY
8:00pm AA 2nd Floor

WISH
WISH (Women in Step with Him) will
open 2021 with Valentine's Day cards for
all homebound members. Because of
Covid-19, Gail Siwek will prepare them all
and is asking anyone else who would like
to prepare them to do so on her own.
Please sign them "Pilgrim Faith WISH
Group." You may also sign your own name
too.
Gail is trying to personalize the Valentines, so if you know anyone on the list
who likes cats, dogs, flowers, etc., please
let Gail know by calling her at
708-423-0399
or email her at
gailsiwek@yahoo.com.
Also, if there is anyone in the church or
a friend of the church who is having a hard
time and needs a valentine to cheer him or
her up, please let Gail know ASAP.

