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MUSIC BOARD 
Updates 

We are continuing to search for our new 
Music Director/Organist.  Resumes are cur-
rently being collected and interviews will be 
occurring in the near future.   
If you know of anyone who might be inter-
ested and qualified to fill the position, please 
let me know.   

The music board is continuing to collect 
hymns and other religious songs that have 
been important to your life and have special 
meaning to you.  Please email Keith Steven-
son at keith.stevenson13@gmail.com with 
those song titles.  I will be compiling a list of 
these songs and incorporating them back 
into the service as we return to worship vir-
tually and/or in person this fall.      
Blessings, 
Keith 

Pastor James’ Installation 
Postponed 

Although we had previously announced that the official 

installation of Pastor James Bowman Harris would be held 

on Sunday, October 4, it is necessary for us to postpone 

that installation. The installation process includes a rather 

large amount of paperwork that must be completed in the 

UCC conference where the pastor has been employed and 

the conference where the pastor is accepting a new call.   

While much of this paperwork is already complete, we 

won’t be able to conduct the installation until everything 

has been completed and received by the UCC.  Therefore, 

Pastor James’ installation ceremony will be delayed until all 

details have been completed and a representative of the 

Chicago Metropolitan Association can schedule a Sunday 

to be with us for this event. As soon as we have a new date 

scheduled, we will let everyone know via this newsletter.  

BEDS Plus Homeless Shelter 
in Need of Food Donations 

As many of you know, the BEDS Plus homeless shelter 
that is usually hosted by Pilgrim Faith each Thursday night 
from October 1 through April 30 is not going to operate in 
its usual way in the fall of 2020. The BEDS guests are cur-
rently being housed in an alternative setting which is much 
safer for them considering the on-going COVID-19 pan-
demic. Therefore, we will not be seeking volunteers this 
year to staff the overnight shelter on Thursdays. However, 
Pilgrim Faith will continue to provide meals for the home-
less on Thursdays throughout the coming BEDS Plus sea-
son.  

Whether or not you have previously volunteered to be 
on a food team at Pilgrim Faith, we ask that you consider 

making a food contribution for BEDS monthly. 
The food that each team needs to supply has 
changed somewhat since individually pack-
aged meals and other foods are delivered to 

the guests. While the regular monthly food teams can con-
tinue to provide the main course and vegetable for those 
meals, it would be very helpful to have other contributors 
provide such things as individually wrapped fruit juice 
boxes, fruit cups, snack cakes, chips, canned pop, cereal 
cups, granola bars, instant oatmeal, and breakfast bars.  If 
you are willing to provide any of these individual-
ly packaged foods, please contact Peggy Martin 
at prm5521@att.net or via Facebook messenger 
to find out what is needed and how it can be 
dropped off with her.  

Since the BEDS Plus shelter is not open at Pilgrim Faith 

right now, PLEASE DO NOT DROP OFF CLOTHING, COATS, 

SHOES, SOCKS, UNDERWEAR, OR PERSONAL TOILETRIES 

AT PILGRIM FAITH.  We currently have an abundance of 

these items and will let you know when the shelter is in 

need of anything else. 

mailto:keith.stevenson13@gmail.com
mailto:prm5521@att.net


 

 

 

GET TO KNOW PASTOR JAMES! 
September brings us yet another opportunity to get 
to know a little bit more about Pilgrim Faith’s new  
pastor, James Bowman Harris, who has already  
moved to Oak Lawn as you read this! 
 

 

Q: If you could eat only one food for the rest of your life, what would it be? 

A: Since I am a true Tampa boy, I would have to say good “Tampa Cuban food” is my all-time favorite. 

Roast pork, black beans, white rice, garbanzo (Spanish) bean soup, and authentic Tampa Cuban 
bread that you can only get in Tampa. There is never a visit back home to Tampa that you will not 
find me at least once at a Cuban restaurant trying to get my fill.  

Q: What are three apps on your phone that you cannot live without? 

A: Honestly, I wish we could go back to a time when we did not have cell phones. Life seemed to be 

simpler and a bit kinder. Since those days are long gone…. One app I like is the Starbucks app. I 
love how simple it is for me to pay for my coffee, and if my coffee order was not “complicated” I 
could even order it through the app. But that would take the fun out of going to the register to 
order and talk to the barista! My Google Calendar is another one I use a lot.  My Audible app is a 
favorite. I love to listen to books while driving rather than listening to the radio. Especially on long 
drives!  

Q: Who has been a spiritual hero in your life?  

A: While God only blessed me for 10 years to have her in my life, my grandmother was my very first 

spiritual hero. After she and my grandfather divorced due to his violent nature, she never remar-
ried. He left her with her oldest daughter, my Aunt Gracie, who was born mentally disabled. My 
grandmother blamed herself for Gracie’s condition. This would cause my grandmother to be over-
ly protective of Gracie and hinder Gracie from fully maturing with daily life skills such as bathing 
and dressing. My grandmother also did not own a car so she would often walk to places she need-
ed to go or rely on the kindness of her church friends. Yet, this did not stop my grandmother from 
being faithful to her church and the mission work of the church. My grandmother would wake and 
dress herself, bathe and dress Gracie, walk to the place where they would be picked up to go to 
church, do visitation, and sing in the church choir. To her dying day, she was faithful to Gracie, to 
her family, to her church, and to God. She was the first one to proclaim that my life would be in 
service to God as a minister/pastor. Her life is the best example of what it means to love God with 
all your heart, your mind, your soul, and strength, and to love your neighbor.  Over the years since 
my grandmother passed away, there have been others in whom I have seen faithfulness to God 
that I strive to be like, yet none one has ever shown me the fullest example like my grandmother.  

BOOK CLUB  
The Pilgrim Faith Book Club will hold its monthly meeting on September 

27 at 7:00pm (note the change in time). This month’s discussion will be 

about the book The Lions of Fifth Avenue by Fiona Davis.  It is a fairly new 

book, but there are a number of copies on the shelves at various public 

libraries.  The book scheduled for the October discussion is Born a Crime 

by Trevor Noah if you want to plan ahead.  



 

 

If you would like to make a donation electronically,  
scan this code or go to: www.PilgrimFaith.org 

Social Justice Study Group 
The PF Social Justice Study Group has been meeting via 

Zoom on Tuesdays at 7:30pm.  They recently completed 
a book discussion on White Fragility by Robin DiAngelo.   
As Daune Sebastian wrote: This book was an eye-opening 
experience for me. It brings some powerful, introductory 
lessons to help white people, including me, understand 
racism and how ingrained it is in the United States. It pre-
sents the premise that racism is inherent in how our 
country was founded, and that it persists today in all as-
pects of our society. We need to understand and educate 
ourselves before we can make changes. It is not comfort-
able or easy, it is not a quick-fix problem, but it can be 
liberating to move past feeling guilty about racism, into 
actions that help to change the system. I highly recom-
mend this book to start your learning journey. Having 
read, White Fragility, I know that it is just the beginning 
of my education and reflection. I would suggest find a 
friend or small group to share the experience with you! 

 

The group reflected upon the book as well as the Inclu-
sion Training we received from Jessica Oladapo from Di-
versity to Inclusion, Inc. to develop the following premis-
es as we move forward in our faith journeys and celebra-
tion of all of God’s people: 
 We must begin from a place of humility. We are  
 learning, we will make mistakes, and we must 
 give ourselves room for grace. 
 Honesty is an opportunity for growth - even if it 
 hurts. Rather than avoiding conversation for the 
 sake of politeness, we must lean into the discomfort 
 and remain open to honest dialogue. 
 This is a continuous process. We will not arrive at a 
 point of “wokeness,” rather we will continuously  
 learn throughout our lives. 
 Continuous reflection is necessary for continuous 
 learning. 
 We have a responsibility to learn about injustice and 
 to work towards a more just world. 
 We must de-center ourselves. Intentional, conscious 
 action is necessary to see another person’s  
 perspective. 
 Our intentions may not diminish the impact our  
 actions have on another. 
 

We are all children of God each deserving of love, re-
spect, and grace.  We have just begun discussion of How 
to Be an Anti-Racist by Ibram X. Kendi and plan to ex-
plore injustice facing the LGBTQ community as well envi-
ronmental justice.  
If you would like to join the group, please let Cari Steven-
son know (cstev1231@yahoo.com). 

Report  
from the Moderator 

Pilgrim Faith’s countdown to the arrival of Pastor 
James Bowman Harris is nearing an end with his first virtu-
al service scheduled for Sunday, September 6. The past 27 
months since Pastor Peggy McClanahan’s retirement have 
at times been a struggle, but the real work of re-energizing 
Pilgrim Faith UCC is just beginning. I hope that all of you 
are as excited as I am to begin working with Pastor James 
as we work together to shape the future of Pilgrim Faith.  
It will take hard work and determination, but with God’s 
guidance I anticipate that we will be able to facilitate sig-
nificant growth in our church.  

Over the next several months, I expect that you will 
notice significant changes at Pilgrim Faith. Some of those 
changes will be a result of trying to live safely during a 
global pandemic. Other changes will be made to improve 
and grow our church. Physically, you may notice changes in 
the ways we use our building facilities and the outdoor en-
vironment. During the services you may notice a different 
order of worship, new styles of music, different styles of 
prayer, and new ways of socializing with your fellow con-
gregants. I hope that you will keep an open mind about any 
changes that you see and give them a chance to “grow on 
you” before rejecting them. 

During the months of July and August while we were 
without a pastor, we have had a break from the traditional 
services at Pilgrim Faith. The Diaconate invited you to visit 
other UCC churches around the Midwest virtually. I hope 
that you took the opportunity to do so and made note of 
things you would like to see us try at Pilgrim Faith. Please 
share your observations on those virtual services with me 
or members of the Diaconate. 

Most importantly, I hope that after our summer of vir-
tual church visits we are now eager to get back to our 
church home in September. September 6 and September 
13 services will be virtual, but I hope you will plan to join us 
for the Pilgrim Faith Family Reunion on September 20! 
The service on the 20th will be held on the church lawn, so 
plan to bring along your own lawn chair or blanket (along 
with your own snacks) and re-connect with your church 
family.  

 

Charles Martin, Moderator 

mailto:cstev1231@yahoo.com


 

 

Pilgrim Faith Family Reunion 
September 20 

Please join us on September 20 for the Pilgrim Faith 
Family Reunion. We have been apart for most of six 
months and feel that it is time to put on our masks 
and gather for an in-person service outdoors. Bring 
your lawn chairs or blankets to sit on the lawn for 
this special service in which we will welcome Pastor 
James into the Pilgrim Faith membership. As part of the 
reunion celebration we ask that you bring a 4 by 6-inch 
photo of you and your family that will be placed on the 
reunion bulletin board.   
Of course, we will spread out with family groups at least 
six feet apart for this outdoor service. Some shade will be 
provided by portable pop-up canopies provided by the 
church and individual families. If you have a portable can-
opy, please arrive a little early and set it up on the grass. 
Or, if you would rather, you may “tailgate” in your open 
car in the parking lot. If you choose that option, please 
leave one empty space on either side of your car. Those 
planning to sit in chairs or on the ground should plan to 
park in the commuter lot next door.   
 To make our Family Reunion special, we invite you to 
bring along your own light snacks or lunch for consump-
tion after the service. For safety’s sake we won’t share 
food with each other, but we can enjoy our own food and 
beverages while socializing at a safe distance from other 
participants in the service. Because we think this will be 
so much fun, we will repeat the “tailgate” portion of our 
reunion after another outdoor service on September 27. 
 On September 27 Oak Lawn Mayor Sandra Bury will 
be our guest to welcome Pastor James to Oak Lawn.  We 
hope that you will be able to join our Family Reunion, but 
if you don’t feel safe doing so, we will do our best to 
broadcast the service using Zoom or Facebook Live. In 
case of rain, the service will be moved into the sanctuary. 

SAFETY  
Precautions for the Pandemic 

Pilgrim Faith will be re-opening for in-person services soon. 
In anticipation of returning to the building, we need 
to have some new protocols in place to guard 
against COVID-19. These protocols are based on 
guidelines for religious organizations provided by 

the Illinois Department of Public Health. 

 Wear face masks covering the nose and mouth  
always. 

 Whether indoors or outdoors, six feet or more of 
space should be maintained between congregants 
from different households. 

 Participants should avoid physical contact  
with those outside of their own household  
(no hugging or handshakes). 

 Doors should be propped or held open. 

 Participants should avoid sharing items such as hymn 
books and Bibles. Participants may access the order 
of worship from the church webpage on their own 
electronic devices. Limited paper copies will be  
available, also. 

 Hand sanitizers will be made available in  

all meeting spaces. 

 Offering plates will not be passed. Please  

drop your offering in the collection plate  
in the narthex before entering. 

 Communion will be pre-packaged. 

 Singing and group recitations will be limited.  

 Any foods and beverages served must be served  
in single-serve containers. 

While some of these protocols may seem awkward, they 
have been put in place to protect the members of our 
church and its visitors.  

 

Renovations Continue 

Last month construction began at the parsonage in preparation for its new occupants. While quite a bit of demolition was 
happening last month, this month a newly remodeled space is nearing completion.  The kitchen has doubled in size 

with the removal of the wall between the kitchen and dining room. Soon new cabinetry, appliances, and 
flooring will be installed in the kitchen. The living room area and front hallway will soon be covered in new 
carpeting with the hardwood floors of the upstairs all being sanded and refinished. Many thanks to Ken 

Langevin for the long hours he has spent working on this remodeling project.  Ken has led the project but has received help 
from several of the Trustees who have really pitched in to assist with the work.  Our thanks to all of them!  Next month we 
will have some photos of the completed project, as well as a list of members of Ken’s remodeling crew.  Stay tuned! 



 

 

Mary Brehm 
Bridgeview Healthcare Ctr. 

8100 S. Harlem Ave. 
Bridgeview, IL 60455 

 
Mildred House 

Clarendale of Mokena 
#2221 

21536 S. Wolf Rd. 
Mokena, IL  60448 

 

Ada Hook  
404 Root St. 

New Lenox, IL 60451 
 

Ruth Hook 
Aperion Care 

9401 S. Ridgeland 
Oak Lawn, IL  60453  

 
 
 

Janette Talsma 
Brookdale Assisted Living 

16051 S. LaGrange Rd. 
Orland Park, IL 60467 

 
Dolores Trezise 

15133 Royal Georgian Rd. 
Orland Park, IL  60462 

 
 

 

Donna Twichell 
10032 Harnew Rd. East 

Oak Lawn,  IL  60453 
 

Darlene Wank 
10942 S. Oak Ave 

Chicago Ridge, IL 60415 
 
 

Remember  Our  Homebound 



 

 

 

Amazon Smile 
Shop on AMAZON Smile and select Pilgrim 

Faith UCC as your charity of choice. For 
each transaction you make, AMAZON  

donates a percentage back to  
Pilgrim Faith. Donate to Pilgrim Faith  

every time you shop! 

SURVEY  
Please Mail In Your Survey Form 

The Diaconate of Pilgrim Faith recently mailed out a 
Membership Survey along with a self-addressed 
stamped envelope in which to return it.  The per-
sonal information that you provide on the survey 
will be important to us as we work on updating our 
membership records in the church office.   The sur-

vey also seeks information about how 
you would like to be contacted by the 
church.  To communicate effectively 
with each of our members, we need 
accurate addresses, phone numbers, 
and email addresses.  On the back of 
the survey is a list of ways that you 

can choose to serve Pilgrim Faith.   
Please check all that apply.  If you are filling out the 
back for both you and your spouse, please put ini-
tials next to the item(s) that each of you is willing to 
do.   
Don’t worry -- you will be contacted before we sign 
you up for any duties!  Be sure to include the tear-
off form with the number of members of your fami-
ly who plan to attend our in-person services on Sep-
tember 20, 27 and October 4, as well as give us your 
input on your preference of start time for Sunday 
services.  Please fill out and drop your survey in the 
mail TODAY! 

New paraments have arrived and are 
ready for use in the sanctuary! 

 
 

Food Pantry  
Update 

On August 15th, the 5th and Final Mobile Food Pantry sup-
plied by the Greater Chicago Food Depository was held! 
Pilgrim Faith Food Pantry teamed up with St. Paul Lutheran 
of Oak Lawn Food Pantry and 
Oak Lawn Community Church 
Food Pantry with help from 
the Oak Lawn Police Depart-
ment Emergency Manage-
ment Services to help deliver 
TONS of food over the past 5 
events. It has been an honor to participate and help coor-
dinate these events over the past 5 months!  
The Pilgrim Faith Food Pantry will be open every Tuesday 

and Saturday from 10-Noon if you or 
someone you know could use some help!  

Here is Pilgrim Faith Food Pantry’s young-
est volunteer unloading a recent shopping 

trip where monetary donations were used to restock the 
pantry!   Thank you to everyone’s continued support!  
While we have seen a slight decrease in usage, the pantry 
is still supplying be-
tween 2-3x as much 
food as “Pre-Covid” 
times.  Many of our pa-
trons have never been 
to a pantry before 
Covid, and are parents 
to small children.   
Thank you for your con-
tinued support!  
The Pantry wouldn’t 
exist without you!  



 

 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 
 
 

 1 
Social Justice 

Group 7:30  
Zoom 

 
 

2 
 

.  

3 
7:00-7:30 

BACK TO SCHOOL 
Blessing 

Zoom 
 

4 
 

 
 

5 

 

6  
COMMUNION 

 

9:30 
Virtual Service 

7 
 

8 
6:00  

Trustee Mtg. 
Zoom 

 

SJ Group 7:30  
Zoom 

9 
7:00 

CE Mtg. 
Zoom  

 

10 
 
 

11 
 

 

12 
 

13  
9:30 

Virtual Service 
 

4:00 Deacon Mtg. 
Zoom 

14 
 

15 
 

Social Justice 

Group 7:30  
Zoom 

16 
 

Council Mtg. 
7:00pm 
Zoom 

17 
 

18  
 

 

19 

20         9:30 
Outdoor service 

Pilgrim Faith Family 
Reunion & 
“tailgate” 

Pastor James  
becomes a  
PF member 

21 
 

22 
 

Social Justice 

Group 7:30  
Zoom 

23 
 

  

24 
 

 

25 
 

26 
 

27  
9:30 

Outdoor service 
“tailgate” to follow 

 

7:00  
Book Club 

The Lions of 5th Ave. 
 

28 
 
 
 
 

29 
 

Social Justice 
Group 7:30  

Zoom 

30 
 

 

31 
 

  

       

       STEWARDSHIP FUNDS  
JULY, 2020 

 

OPERATING  

Received: $87,356.28 — Spent: $80,038.01 
 

MISSION 

Received: $8,675.32 — Spent: $0.00 
 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 

Pledges $356,100.00 

Donations Rcv'd $362,493.75 

We extend our sympathy to the family of 
Charles Harris who passed away on August 14.  

He is the son of member, Kay Harris. 
 

We extend our sympathy to the family  
of long-time member Kay Siemeck 

who passed away on August 18. 
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SATURDAY 
10:00am Food Pantry 
10:00am AA 2nd Floor 

 

MONDAY 
12:00pm AA 2nd Floor 

 

TUESDAY 
10:00am Food Pantry 
10:00am AA 2nd Floor 

6:00pm Girl Scouts 
7:00pm AA District 6 & 21  
Next meeting March 2021  

(3rd Tues-Every odd mo.) 
 

WEDNESDAY 
10:00am AA  2nd floor 

1:00pm Al-Anon  
6:00pm Boy Scouts 
7:00pm AA 2nd floor 

 

THURSDAY 
10:00am AA 2nd Floor 
6:00pm AA Cancelled  
7:00pm BEDS Shelter  

(Discontinued until further notice) 
 

FRIDAY 
8:00pm AA 2nd Floor 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

Pilgrim Faith UCC 
9411 S. 51st Ave. 
Oak Lawn, IL 60453 

Another way that we are reaching out to the whole com-

munity is with a “Back to School Blessings” on Thurs-
day, September 3 from 7-7:30PM via ZOOM.  There has 
been so much anxiety surrounding the opening of the 
school year, that we feel it is important to turn our hearts 
to God. So, please join us for an uplifting short service.  
Here is the invitation, and if you don’t have a ZOOM ac-
count or internet connection, you can always just call in on 
a phone line to listen. 
 

 

 

Pilgrim Faith is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 
Topic: BACK TO SCHOOL BLESSINGS 

Time: Sep 3, 2020 07:00 PM Central Time  

Join Zoom Meeting  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81298389109 

Meeting ID: 812 9838 9109 
One tap mobile—+13126266799,81298389109# (Chicago) 
Dial by your location—+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
Meeting ID: 812 9838 9109 
Brought to you by the Social Justice Book Club, PF Confir-
mation class 2020, and many other education supporters. 


