
 

 

and the lives of others.  
 
The Protestant reformer, Martin Luther, believed in the 
‘priesthood of all believers.’ In light of the phenomenal 
control of the priesthood in the sixteenth century, Lu-
ther’s use of ‘priesthood’ was significant, risky, and a 
powerful statement that changed the course of history, 
especially in reference to the role of clergy and laity 
within the church. Luther dismissed the elitism and the 
power center of the Catholic and Orthodox priests. His 
statement removes the role of the priest as intercessor 
for the sins of humanity and put this authority in the 
hands of the laity, setting up a dynamic that would con-
tinue to disempower the clergy and empower the laity 
to do the good work of building up the Body of Christ.  
 
When we, as a Congregational Church, commission 
lay leaders, discuss the future of our ministry, and call 
special congregational meetings to make important de-
cisions about our life together, we are demonstrating 
the meaning of ‘the priesthood of all believers’ and 
acknowledge that the laity, and not the clergy, are re-
sponsible for our destiny. In expressing our gratitude to 
our volunteers, installing and commissioning Kurt Kalas 
for the Lay Minster of Visitation, and our ongoing World 
Café conversations, we are celebrating the laity and all 
that they do to build up the Body of Christ. Yes, even 
as we have important conversations about our future, 
we continue to be the Church that is making a differ-
ence. Thank you volunteers and faithful members of 
Pilgrim Faith U.C.C. who are the ‘apostles, evangelists, 
pastors, and teachers’ who are bearers of more truth 
and light every day.  
 
Gratefully,  

Pastor Dan Sather  

More Truth and Light 
 
“He himself granted that some are apostles, proph-

ets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers to equip the 
saints for the work of the ministry, for building up 

the Body of Christ.” Ephesians 4:11-12 

As I reflect on our life together, I am reminded of 
two significant events in our life together that, I be-
lieve, demonstrates, and illustrates what it means 
to ‘equip the saints for the work of ministry’ 
that was written by the Apostle Paul in the first 
Century. What I am remembering is the installation 
and commissioning of Kurt Kalas as our Volunteer 
Lay Minister of Visitation and the beginning of five 
important conversations that we are having around 
this notion of what we are doing and/or can do to 
‘build up the Body of Christ.’  
 
 In this edition of More Truth and Light, I also 
want to recognize all the volunteers at Pilgrim 
Faith United Church of Christ who work tirelessly 
and faithfully on behalf of a congregation to build 
up the body of Christ. There are volunteers serving 
this congregation from the food pantry to Sunday 
morning worship and everything in between. There 
are kids and adults ringing bells and singing in the 
choir. We have several nursery attendants, litur-
gists, ushers, sound, and video technicians and 
volunteers who plan food and hospitality on Sun-
day morning. There are several ministry teams, 
interest groups, and quiet card senders who re-
member our sick and homebound. All of these and 
many more make it possible to be a witness to our 
faith community that we dearly love. Truly, in the 
spirit of Paul’s letter to the church in Ephesus, we 
are equipping the saints for the work of ministry, 
for building up the Body of Christ. Without each 
and everyone of these faithful people, we could 
not do what Jesus called us to do, to share God’s 
love from ‘Jerusalem to the ends of the earth.’  
Most who are active in the life and ministry of Pil-
grim Faith U.C.C. know who our volunteers are 
and continue to be and I would encourage each of 
you to express your gratitude to the ‘saints’ work-
ing diligently and faithfully to be a congregation 
that truly seeks to make a difference in the world 

9411 S. 51st Avenue, Oak Lawn, IL 60453 
www.PilgrimFaithChurch.org 

(708) 422-4200  
 

JULY 2023 



 

 

Thanks to all who attended and shared your 
thoughts on June 11, 2023 as we considered 
whether to proceed with the investigation into 
Independent Senior Housing.  It was a blessing 
to hear both the voices that were in favor of con-
tinuing the process and those who do not think it 
is the right path for us.  I respect all your 
thoughts and hope that you will continue to be 
engaged in the process.  
 
After all questions and ideas were shared, we 
took a vote.  
 
This is what the ballot stated: 
 
After thoughtful, prayerful, and careful consider-
ation, the Council moves that we contract with 
Pandion to complete the evaluation of the senior 
housing proposal that will be paid for with the 
funds from the Fletcher and Delves bequests. 
 Yes - 24 
 No - 11 
 
The majority has voted to move forward with the 
next phase of the project.  
 
Please remember, this is NOT the final decision, 
it is a vote to have Pandion Management Ser-
vices, continue the research study into this pro-
ject.  They will review the original RFP (Request 
for Proposal) that was prepared by the Pilgrim 
Faith team, make any necessary changes, in-
cluding a plan on how we can move forward, 
and present us with their findings by the end of 
summer.  The cost for these services is 
$12,000, which is a large amount of money, but 
the congregational affirmative vote represents 
our commitment to investigating a project that 
could bring much to our church and to the com-
munity. 
 
Daune Sebastian- Moderator 

RESULTS OF THE CONGREGA-
TIONAL MEETING 6/11/2023 



 

 

Mary Brehm 
Bridgeview 

Healthcare Ctr. 
8100 S. Harlem Ave. 
Bridgeview, IL 60455 

 
Darlene Wank 

10942 S. Oak Ave 
Chicago Ridge, IL 

60415 
 

Doris Seitz 
11237 S. Normandy 

Worth, IL 60482 
 
 
 

Grace Pluhar 
8824 S. 55th Ct. 

Oak Lawn, IL 60453 
 

Donna Twichell 
10032 Harnew Rd. 

East 
Oak Lawn,  IL  60453 

 
Linda Aitken 
The Pointe at  

Kilpatrick 
14230 Kilpatrick 

Crestwood, IL. 60418 
 
 
 

Bob Salveson 
6146 S. Karlov Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60629 

Remember Our Homebound 



 

 

We had a productive gathering at the 
home of Daune & Ken Sebastian on Sun-
day, June 4

th
 as we viewed and discussed 

together the documentary, “Who we are: A 
Chronicle of Racism in America.” Follow-
ing the viewing we had a lively discussion 
with wonderful food. Thank you, Daune, 
and Ken, for your hospitality and providing 
space and a light dinner for us. Out of the 
event, we’ve decided to rejoin Community 
Renewal Society, a justice ministry begun 
by the United Church of Christ and is in 
the city of Chicago.  
 
Through the network of the Community 
Renewal Society, some of us participated 
in a conversation with the Chicago Police 
Department around Gender Based Vio-
lence and the kind of networking and train-
ing that could assist the officers respond-
ing to Gender Based violence.  In addition, 
we will be able to participate in the month-
ly volunteer meetings of the Community 
Renewal Society that will provide opportu-
nities for us to advocate and respond to 
issues of justice in our communities, the 
State of Illinois, and the Federal Govern-
ment.  
 
In the Fall the Justice and Pizza group will 
plan an opportunity for others to view and 
discuss the documentary, “Who we are: A 
Chronicle of Racism in America”. In addi-
tion, we will invite participants to take the 
Harvard Implicit Association Test (HIAT), 
around issues of race. We will continue to 
seek out and invite others to participate as 
advocates for justice in our communities. 
Stay tuned for more details on this event.  
 
There is also an opportunity for anyone to 
attend a free public film screening at Cath-
olic Theological Union entitled, “Birthing 
Justice.” Please see the flyer in the news-

JUSTICE AND PIZZA letter concerning this event. The film cap-
tures the experiences and challenges of 
Black women, their families, caretakers 
and advocates around the injustice and 
disparate rates of mortality around black 
women and childbirth. Please feel free to 
register on your own for this event if it is of 
interest to you. If there are several of us 
interested in attending this viewing, we 
could consider car-pooling to the Semi-
nary. Advocate Health Care and several 
other organizations are sponsoring this in-
formative event.  
 

The next meeting for Justice and Pizza 
will be Sunday, July 9

th
 at 2 p.m., and 

we will meet at Barraco’s Pizza, located at 
3701 95

th
 St., Evergreen Park, IL. We will 

meet to discuss our experiences with vari-
ous events, webinars, and informational 
meetings that we have attended since last 
month, and we’ll begin to plan our fall 
event. Please join us! Bring your own 
money for food and drink.  

  

Worship on July 9th will be outside in the 
courtyard (weather permitting) and  we 
will celebrate holy communion with Pas-
tor Dan. 
  
In August our holy communion celebra-
tion will be postponed one week as pas-
tor Dan will be on vacation and Kurt Kal-
as will graciously preach on August 6th. 
We will come together on August 13th to 
worship outdoors in the courtyard again, 
enjoy some jazz music, celebrate holy 
communion, and have students and 
teachers alike get their backpacks 
blessed in time for the upcoming school 
year. 

WORSHIP UPDATES 



 

 

LIMITLESS YOUTH NEWS!  

LIMITLESS YOUTH HOSTED A WON-
DERFUL PICNIC!  We couldn’t be more fortu-
nate with the weather on Sunday, June 4

th
. What 

a gorgeous day it was for a picnic. Many thanks 
to our grillers and for all the wonderful food that 
was shared. It was fun to play, talk, and share this 
meal together. Thank you, Limitless Youth, for 
thinking about the rest of the congregation and 
inviting them to join us for the afternoon. In other 
news, we celebrate with our graduating Seniors, 
MOLLY McGINNIS, EMILY COOK, AVERY & 
SKYLAR STEVENSON, and IVORY CASTILLO. 
Please plan to get together in mid-September as 
we come together and plan next year. Watch for  
e-mails, bulletins, and newsletters for specific in-
formation. Have a wonderful summer and best of 
luck to our graduating seniors as they make plans 
and begin their college careers!  
 

LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS to help plan 

our first shared Youth Retreat with Salem UCC, 
Immanuel UCC, and Christ Memorial UCC. 
Whether you are an adult or an interested youth, 
we’d love to have interested members from Pil-
grim Faith UCC to help plan this fall retreat. Our 
first meeting will be held in the lounge of Pilgrim 
Faith UCC on Tuesday, July 25

th
 at 7 p.m. Please 

let Pastor Dan know of your interest in helping us 
plan our shared youth retreat!  

 
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

 

Do you have something to contribute to 
our monthly newsletter? The deadline for 
the August edition is Friday, July 28th, 
2023. Please submit any articles or an-
nouncements for our monthly newsletter 
by that date and we will 
be sure to include it. 

The group met Thursday June 22
nd

 and chose 
the next 2 books and dates for our meetings.  
On Tuesday July 25, we will discuss “The Last 
Thing He Told Me” by Laura Dave.  
 
For Tuesday Aug. 22, our selection is “Making 
of Another Motion Picture Masterpiece” by Tom 
Hanks. 

Book Club 



 

 

FIRST WORLD 
CAFÉ CON-

VERSATION 
GLEANED 
SOME HELP-
FUL INFOR-

MATION! On 

Sunday, June 25
th
, the Thrive Task Force held 

their first conversation around the theme, Thriving 
and what this means for Pilgrim Faith UCC. We 
explored various questions around the more gen-
eral topic of thriving and discussed our perception 
of the meaning of a thriving congregation to 
changes that Pilgrim Faith UCC could consider as 
we plan for a thriving future.  A total of 26 mem-
bers ranging in age from mid-20’s to 70 years of 
age. Our next World Café conversation will take 
place on Sunday, July 16

th
 around the topic, Val-

ues, mission, and ministry of Pilgrim Faith UCC. 
You can register this event by going to our web-
site, www.pilgrimfaith.org, click on events and you 
will see a registration button for World Café regis-
tration. Please come and be a part of the conver-
sation.  

WORLD CAFÉ UPDATE 

http://www.pilgrimfaith.org


 

 

JULY 2023 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      

Food Pantry 

10:00 AM-

Noon 

 

Food Pantry 

10:00 AM-

Noon 

 

10:00 AM 

Worship 

 

 

Food Pantry 

10:00 AM-

Noon 

 

Food Pantry 

10:00 AM-

Noon 

 

 

 

Food Pantry 

10:00 AM-

Noon 

 

10:00 AM 

Outdoor 

Worship with 

Holy Com-

munion 

 

Food Pantry 

10:00 AM-

Noon 

 

Food Pantry 

10:00 AM-

Noon 

Food Pantry 

10:00 AM-

Noon 

10:00 AM 

Worship 

 

 

10:00 AM 

Worship 

10:00 AM 

Worship 

Independ-

ence  

Day 
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MONDAY 
12:00pm AA 2nd Floor 

 

TUESDAY 
10:00am Food Pantry 

10:00 am AA 2nd Floor 
 

WEDNESDAY 
1:00pm Al-Anon  

6:00pm Boy Scouts 
7:00pm AA 2nd floor 

 

THURSDAY 
10:00am AA 2nd Floor 

 

FRIDAY 
8:00pm AA 2nd Floor 

 
SATURDAY 

10:00am Food Pantry 
10:00am AA 2nd Floor 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

Pilgrim Faith UCC 
9411 S. 51st Ave. 
Oak Lawn, IL 60453 

 


